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A Letter to theLord Fleetwood. 


Aly Lord, A 
api O you T rake bold ro addrefſe theſe fey lines; 1. In com» 
pliarice with'thar invitationof yours r6 us, tO acquaint You - 
with our dif-fatisfactions. 2. To exonerate my own cole 
ſcience,irnot ſuffering ſinne to reſtupon my brother. 3.Bes" 
—_— havethe repuration (and 1 am perſwaded juſtly) of- a pers" 
fon truly fearinp God, whoſe errours therefore I cannot judge incu, 

rable : However I ſhall contribute my poor endeavours to your gon» 

+ viftionand ſatisfaction. 4. Becauſe upan you principally the ſine 
' beg, beer dy = meer much ioyour int You may-ea*. 
imagine your felf an incompetent J in owncauſe, thet 
everrin good men too rs ppp S that thoſe -aRione 
which once they have berningaged in, Mens intereſts have a mig 
of 


ty powerin the corruption of the judgement, Perit gudiciums, cows 
res tranſit in affefFum. Bur I ope by the preſent ſtraits, diviſionsand: 
confaſionsweare in, God ha awakened you ton More mnarn L 
viewot yonraQtions, and opened /yourearto Diſcipline. | *A 


My Lird, 1. If that betrue, That when a mans pleaſe the 
Lord; he 'maketh his enemies to be at peace with him; it may'at 
teaſtafford you cauſe ro ſulpeR, that your wayes are dif] | 
God, 'whereby you have made thouſands of yourfriendsto beat < 
tity ro you. * ch 

2. Iris roo t00 evident that theſe praRticesof yours carry a mani 
f:{t rontrariery to the fpirit, ruleand practice of the Apoſtles andan 
cient Chriſtians, who alwayes both upon others, and practh 
ſed themſetves fubjetion ro thoſe Civil Authorities under which Got 
ſet them, and neyer durſt entertaina thonghr of pulling them dowi 
rio-not although their intentiovs had been Rocliondd good, ani 
their neceſfiry was evidently great, '*nd ſometimes the providence* 

God fairlyinvired them ,” yetthey alwayes choſe rather to ſuffer-ut 
, Ger them, | then, being bur, privace perſons, ſinfully to by 
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+ Is, 16. yup practices be,juſſifiable, it may very well be doubte 
AE Finch whe? as Rebelion, Sedirion 
nn iſi1ngof a eetto Forumech asthere hardly is at 
\ this dayunthewot! yeryfeldome hath beenin.any age; more 
- wiſe a regen apices than thbſe- Parliameats which have 
-dgen the objects of your oppoſitions. 
Þ 4. Itmaynota little tumble you, to conſider what general of. 
Fence your proceedings have given tothe world, and patticiilatly ro 
| &his wholeNation; - And if che oflnciaget 'ONe lene cnet ta fog: 
nousacrime, it muſtneeds heighten the finne; and cauſe you togue- 
* ion your actions, if you conkder, that none are more grievgſly 
= offended-at you, thenthe wiſeſt and beſt men in the Nation, ® 
being few or none ſuch in the Natipn '( whole intereſts and'concern.. 
ments may not be fuſpeRed ro balance their judgements) whoare not 
Mourningin ſegretfor thoſe abominations. = IF 
£25, 1tis moſt evidearand plain (what ever may. be. falſly ſuggeſt. 
edto:you.;to the ay that you have turned aevinh you the 
 naſt tervent.-prayers of many thouſangs of Gods cle 5 who cry 
Hayiand;\nighenpto; lym. for the vindication of his Name, an 
-- vane 'of hynſelf againſt all unrighreous perſons and as, 
NS; * | "F* 19M, 
> &-:Your.aQions are manifeſtly repugnant unto all the rules of 
"Righteopſreſſe Divine-and Humane. If Chriſt himſelf would nor, 
and durſt rot meddjernthe office -of a. Judge. abour private inheri, 
*tances,: -becayfe nor legally.called.thereunto, what ſhall we-chink of 
'0u, who have taken Nis honour ta your ſelves, to make your ſelyes 
Judges, the;gupream Judges of three Nations, making even Parlia- 
Tents thicherco reputed the Ligteſt Judicatories of tte Nation ) 
:pive place to your private ſentimeats, and ſtand or fall at your Tris 
_{ 2. Nor muſt z qu4t:ink itwithout.ſinne, that you have tramp- 
Jed npon the Civil Laws and Rights of the Nation , by which alone 
Adcurm and Tram are diftinguiſbhed, and propriety ſecured , and b 
$thich alone thoſe unrighteous ations are_deteRted and. diſcovered, 
which by Scrip.ure are condemned. , þ od 
E 7. 'What eyer. you who are concerned way think, and others, 
whoſe intereſts arein:erwoven in the ſame Cauſe, there are but few 
wiſe and-ſeriousChriſhans , who do not judge Neceflity, good In- 
Enrions and Proyidences alcogerher incompetent to warrant mens 
Fat ſeteſlions of known ruks, there bzing ao aon ſo mickey. A 
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of yoursit is, That Proteſtants abroad are judged, cenſured, re- 


againſt another. * You have made England naked to itsſhame beforg 


'ple of. the Nation for a compliar.ce with the very wortit of th:ir and 


you have done unſpeakabl: wrong :0 all ſucceeding ages, in affc rd 


(3) \ 
which theſe 6g-leayes may Ly be pretexed, . To which may 
be added,. .Thatas your RR: ax ave been) yery much of your owp 
making , ſo there, are 'many,. and thoſe 43 wife men, .as- arty thi ; 
have cooperated with you, thatare alroge:Ler unſatisfed , as to the 
ſuppoſed neceflity of your proceedings. And ſor your intentions 
God only knows them, and however we bave'a ſure Rule, 7's. oma 
'evil that good may come of it, | He ſorproNidedce, I think irs yoice 
' ſpeaksas loud againſt you, .asit hath'ſametimes ſeemed to fpeak fc 
'QU. bday”, 1 : 
* My Lord, Ithink4ll theſe put together, may a litcle make you ta 
 ſuſpe& your ſelves guilcy; and O that God wou'd open your eyes,ank 
put it into your hearrs tO repent with 4 repentance, no more to be repents 
ed of ,, to remember: from whence you are follen, and to. do your fir 
works; which the rather you have cauſe to do,. b:cauſe yourfins ate 
cloathed with parriculat aggravations. My Lora, I beleech you be 
lieve it, Iwrite it witha bleeding hearc, Re{3g4/n harh reveived Vits ſox 
reſt womnds in the houſe of its friends, That thoje things ſhould þ 
done by men highly p-ofeſfing god'ineſſe, 'and that nnder the yery 
pretence and profeſſion of godlineſſe, and cheyroo tied up by. 
many and ſolemn FW Jerry . O tell it not in Gath, &c. It had beer 
better for ſome, that they bad never been born '(chough for you 1 
am perſwaded better things, and that God wi!l give yau repentazre 
© the acknowledgment of the truth.) O my Lord, This is that 
which makes us weepin ſecret, which makes us figh-to' che breaking 
bfourloins, and we canpot ceaſe ro complein of it to Cod dajly, Be 
not angry if 1 ſay, By you thz name of God is blaſpherved amorg! 
the Heathen, and Religioa really believed to be but a politick devic 
and impoſture to carry on deſigns by. My L:rd, by thoſe ations 


proached and threatned ( asa people.dangerous to Civil Atrhori 
and deſpiſers of Dante Proteſtants at home divided, as ighly: 
as can be ( which hath alwayes been the wiſh, defign and endeavour: 
of our moſt cunning and cruel 4dy-tfaries) and exaſperated 9 


ourenemies; you have uncover'd, your Mothers nakedri:ff?, and ex# 
poſed her ro the danger of forreign invaſions, and prepared.th:pzo0s 


our enemies. And, which is not the leaſt (though meritioned 1a Y 
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well as yop, (and in as muctrdanger as yours eas wile 
the diſcern hd prevent ſuch Foie as 7 that on nt from 
them. : TH; £9 

2. It wete happy for us, if Chriſkana would reſume their anciet 
Principles, and tnind duty more, and' ſecuri by Tris indeed 
_ ot GodsProvidenee i inthe uſe of la ans, that bar } 
aged you (7s Jihers in ſuch caſes) to TS lifts, which 
L Obſerve: have been altogether inſufficient to beal'our ma- 
adies, es haveincreaſeq and heightened them, and ( which 

thing 't © could 'havedone”) they havediyided the ſober gc F 
4-1 Party among themſelves, and thereby expoſed al 


"ward; 


.is moſt * evident ( whatever is maliciouſly ſuggeſted « 
h | forme to the contraty ) that there is in Prob 
ber r perſons, a reall love and renlernefh 
Ree inle things ; t t Parliaments will co ate 
0 the Nation, an 'that 5 a” rurbide fary, they will de Necefficktel 6 to x 
tion of news things, the allovy 5 of a liberryto thenk! 
erwile | nor lawful it may be ) to: 
hes tht pt 'bea truſt ſome whe eld ciao 
you i Ce 2ople of the 1 ya to put theix 
adow, cinuence whereof hitherto bith be 
fa Un pode your! ull to then, anddeprivethem ot thit experieticed,ap, Po 
proved, ,- generally defired way of Parliamentary authority, (t 
which, as ſuch, England ſeldom or never received hurt. ) | 
$. Alchough, if a ſuffering time comes, it is like Presbyterians | 
well as Cangregarionall men, will feel it, yerreally, when 1 conſi- 
der.all things, 1do without haſitancy conclude, that ic is unſ; beak 
ably more elirable by true Chriſtians, ( chough not (-1f-ſecking 
Politicians) that ſome, yea all religious men ſhould ſuffer, racher 
then Religion ſhould ſuffer, as it doth beyond expreſſion N f 
_—_ irregular courſes. 
y,. Thoughir moſt, be copſeſled, EF ad 
fone (O08 erchings.go, (and moſts a hen we ene | 
bs, .the1ll c0 groeea mes cop 29 IE 
e byfew diſcerned, ) yerir Ie | 
hepa of a KN 43 Hin dhve chÞþ 
and ga the Nation,competebt: ty : "nd 
.we maſt 'never expe aninfallible and Nance 'centaty 
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he world Cebiedde)” theft [x0 Tun Ly 
veg Neg few me. te F 
WO I have Jeraye our 
| Solcne bh ego, 3.refibyc gar op 
E xs A char 1 write'dof py 


Gre-Fhviſtian, and as behooyes a, Minit 
5, 496. ger. yoo bony FORIN 
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| erin Ws IR Providence 'met with uhit Zap 
CN ty Friend, « Miniſter is London, tothe" 
was dtliventd 31 bi | i of this = 
and perceiving it te be of werygreat Hil 
phe: ire jo al! e Ta 
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